
The European
Entrepreneur Exchange 
Programme

What does the programme off er?

It off ers new entrepreneurs the possibility to work for up to 

6 months with an experienced entrepreneur in his/her SME 

in another EU country. 

The new entrepreneur will gain relevant start-up and

SME management knowledge from the experienced host

entrepreneur about the following areas:

•  Critical success factors,

•  Eff ective planning,

•  Financial and operational management,

•  Development of innovative products & services,

•  Successful sales and marketing practices.

New entrepreneurs will also have the possibility

to fi nd out about: 

•  European commercial law and the single European market,

•  European standardisation,

•  European support for SMEs.   

Where can I apply?

New entrepreneurs and experienced entrepreneurs

can register via the website: 

www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu 

Further information can be obtained from: 

Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs Support Offi  ce 

c/o EUROCHAMBRES

Avenue des Arts, 19 A/D

B-1000 Brussels, Belgium

Tel: +32 (0)2 282 08 73 - Fax: +32 (0)2 280 01 91

e-mail:

support@erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu



Are you thinking about setting up 
your own business or are you already 
a successful entrepreneur?

If so, Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs 
could be for you!

What is it about?

This EU programme 

•  off ers new entrepreneurs the opportunity to learn from 

an experienced entrepreneur who is running a small and 

medium-sized enterprise (SME) in another EU country,

•  enables the exchange of experience between new and 

experienced entrepreneurs, 

•  facilitates access to new markets and the search for potential 

business partners,

•  enhances networking between business people and 

between SMEs,

•  allows experienced entrepreneurs to develop new

  commercial relations and fi nd out more about opportunities 

in another EU country.

What is the purpose of the
programme?

The programme stimulates entrepreneurship, competi-

tiveness, internationalisation and growth of start-ups and 

established SMEs in the EU. The programme contributes 

to the transfer of know-how and building of management 

skills essential for the running of an SME.

Who can participate?

New entrepreneurs and experienced entrepreneurs.

Someone who is fi rmly planning to set up his or her own 

business or has already started a business within the last 

three years is considered a new entrepreneur.

Experienced entrepreneurs should own or manage an

SME in the EU.

Why do we need this programme?

Entrepreneurship is essential for economic growth

and job creation.

Many founders of SMEs lack management experience and 

key skills. This, coupled with the fact that the vast majority 

of SMEs operate in only one country, restricts growth.

Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs will help new entrepreneurs 

to acquire relevant skills and have a greater European outreach.

How does the programme work?

New entrepreneurs travel to another EU country and spend 

time working with an experienced entrepreneur in his

or her SME. The matching of the new entrepreneurs with 

the host entrepreneurs is carried out with the help of

intermediary organisations.

New entrepreneur

going abroad to learn

from an experienced

entrepreneur

Experienced

host entrepreneur

established in another

EU country

Intermediary Organisations

Coordination / Support / Matching / Practical Induction

1 – 6 months  stay abroad

Learning on the job, exchange of experience,

market access, networking


